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INTRODUCTION TO FINGERSTYLE GUITAR 


Fingerstyle (a.k.a. fingerpicking) is a guitar technique that means you literally pick the strings with your 
right-hand fingers and thumb. This contrasts with the conventional technique of strumming and playing 
single notes with a pick (a.k.a. flatpicking). For fingerpicking, you can use any type of guitar: acoustic 
steel-string, nylon-string classical, or electric. 


THE RIGHT HAND 


The most common right-hand position is 
shown here. 


Use a high wrist; arch your palm as if you 
were holding a ping-pong ball. Keep the 
thumb outside and away from the fingers, 
and let the fingers do the work rather than 
lifting your whole hand. 


The thumb generally plucks the bottom strings with downstrokes on the left side of the 
thumb and thumbnail. The other fingers pluck the higher strings using upstrokes with the 
fleshy tip of the fingers and fingernails. The thumb and fingers should pluck one string per 
stroke and not brush over several strings. 


Another picking option you may choose to use is called hybrid picking (a.k.a. plectrum-style 
fingerpicking). Here, the pick is usually held between the thumb and first finger, and the 
three remaining fingers are assigned to pluck the higher strings. 


THE LEFT HAND 


The left-hand fingers are numbered 4 1 
1 through 4. 


Be sure to keep your fingers arched, with 4 

each joint bent; if they flatten out across J j 
the strings, they will deaden the sound 

when you fingerpick. As a general rule, 

let the strings ring as long as possible when 

playing fingerstyle. 
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All the Things You Are 


from VERY WARM FOR MAY 


Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein Il 
Music by Jerome Kern 
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All the Way 


from THE JOKER IS WILD 


Words by Sammy Cahn 
Music by James Van Heusen 
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Additional Lyrics 


2. When somebody needs you, 
It's no good unless he needs you all the way. 
Through the good or lean years 
And for all those in between years, come what may. 
Who knows where the road will lead us, 
Only a fool would say. 
But if you let me love you, 
It's for sure I'm gonna love you all the way. 
AII the way. 


Originated, Scanned, Edited, Packaged & Posted First to SÆTI STS TANN 


But Beautiful 


from ROAD TO RIO 
Words by Johnny Burke 
Music by Jimmy Van Heusen 
Verse 
Moderately 
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Come Rain or Come Shine 


from ST. LOUIS WOMAN 
Words by Johnny Mercer 
Music by Harold Arlen 
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I Don't Know Why 


(I Just Do) 


Lyric by Roy Turk 
Music by Fred E. Ahlert 
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"Il Know 


from GUYS AND DOLLS 
By Frank Loesser 
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(low to high) D-A-D-G-B-E 
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Love Letters 


Theme from the Paramount Picture LOVE LETTERS 


Words by Edward Heyman 
Music by Victor Young 


Drop D tuning: 
(low to high) D-A-D-G-B-E 
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My One and Only Love 


Words by Robert Mellin 
Music by Guy Wood 
Verse 
Moderately slow 
G Em7 Am7 D7 
A y AAA n) = 
AT Ua _..-..—— a, bre E 
esa === ===. 
Y 3! HEEE... A L— A €—— e —— | n = |__| 
————— weê = 
1. The ver - y thought of you makes my heart sing like an 
2. The shad - ows fall and spread their mys - tic charms in the 


Em Cmaj7 D/F?# Bm7 E7 Am7 D/FÊ Bm7 
0. od 
Pê < EEE E 
orr: e e === 
A - pril breeze. on the wings of spring, and you ap- pear in all your 
hush of night. while you're in my arms. I feel your lips so warm and 
3 


C 
o| los : 
eec dle 
ro | 
c m 
[--] 
o 
no 
_ 
e 


2 ——4— 2 
1. | 
Em A D/F* Bm7 E Am7  DJ7/F* 
pe ===: - [] 
TAE DD KDE DC EDÊ eee 
LA o 3 == Lı 
EA A 
EDIEN = dot; — a my one and on - ly love. 
ten - der, 
— zi 
ia ÎRÊ ZÊ ee ==. 
FE E ESTES 
2 
Ai 
0 | 
s ——38———3——— 3 1 1 Bi 
i z ; i | 
— —_ 2 | 
0 — 2 9- 


1952, 1953 (Renewed 1980, 1981) EMI MUSIC PUBLISHING LTD. and WAROCK CORP. 
This arrangement Copyright O 2012 EMI MUSIC PUBLISHING LTD. and WAROCK CORP. 
All Rights for EMI MUSIC PUBLISHING LTD. Controlled and Administered by COLGEMS-EMI MUSIC INC. 
30 All Rights Reserved International Copyright Secured Used by Permission 


Originated, Scanned, Edited, Packaged & Posted First to SSR 


like 


of your hand. __ is 


The touch. 
AI 5325] 


G chbsc FË 


love. 


D/FÊ 


one 


my 


| 
ji 
Il 
Il 


my 


F#7 
emey 
are 


that you 


me 


fi 
a 
| 
ji 


C#7sus4 


Dm 
EL d | 
|| : | 
| 
i LET. 
| i HK mod 
i l 
; | 
D 
| 


= 
: ll. 
Ná TR E | E 
re ; 
jii ES m Il gm 7 
| CA | 
a 
Ii il Il Ir ; 
È I 
X û ia p TAM s # 
li m lll Ss > i | ill LU 
ha ini "IB | é | IN 
i ( a [Ww > 
M Ju. j WL: [E 
Ihi. á | ¿ WE Hz (IL 
MO DL I. cll ê || | 
: | 
heida o È e 
Il | il | 
= x 
ji U o-j a a i i 
î TS d 
> 
|| Il s AL 
ù THE 5 o I 
Il | Hê UNI, ME l 
D [i 
Il ¿ i Hl 2 | d E 
| sli ll ê = J | 
à è ud TE, ill ` 
li) IS NY DS THY 


Originated, Scanned, Edited, Packaged & Posted First toe ute WITE SI 


Em7 


Verse 


D/F# 


HA 
RE 
de - 
EEE 
| E o 
EE 


Mm. T 
MI A «LI | II 
a 


Bm7 
E mlt 
= 
give my - self in sweet sur - 
| ls 
—- 4 + E A ZERE `` et 
Kaza!” SERES EEE... XERE EEE 
TE a S 
e SS 
[2 7 — X és Le è) 
A HE A 
e. 
la _—— eo 
ERA” o al 
Eb Abmaj7/Eb G 
PA 
O 
Po >>> o 
tee, 
love. 
^ 
2/3CI¬ 
e a <a —— 1 
E] 
Y." Tm a N 
30 
T — 32 »— — | 
————4——8— | 
ES — ! 6 
E | 
a 


| 5 | ID 
Hue nil _ mi 
le 4 ay U = Mo TT 
Mi Hi o gall; 1 

iH i fine 
l: E M nm | E 
IE „II. Id da j 
| Ili à WE Ule 
Mm? [p j. [D nS TI 
prs [m 8 = < li liil 

; “Ill, ji 

2 C 

| : U SUN & [NEM II 
fil UU L | 


AO) N | 


Em Cmaj7 
em 
= E 
A — ER um 
| «V XEREZ: ZERRE 
= 
kiss you give sets my 
3 
| 
= A sy e] EBES: O euet 
TV | E Li a EDO 
IET ZE ERA SEREN SEZEN e 
a Ee li 
3 
Em 
pr" 

| aum 
Hen Pe 
I”, 2 

ren - der, 
DE A? ` BERI SEREKE; es em 
OS SZ EA, H CC — 
LU. ET A EEE EE = 
Î) | SS ele anın: | 
oe ee q 
AAA 
gg ee 
A | 
Dê DD | 


RUI 
x 3 3 


Originated, Scanned, Edited, Packaged & Posted First toe ute NTE Neo la 


The Nearness of You 


from the Paramount Picture ROMANCE IN THE DARK 


Words by Ned Washington 
Music by Hoagy Carmichael 
Verse 
Moderately slow 
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People Will Say We're in Love 


from OKLAHOMA! 
Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein Il 
Music by Richard Rodgers 
Verse 
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3. Sweet 
6. They'll 


Don't stand in the rain with me. 
People will say we're in love! 


4. Don't praise my charm too much. 
Don't look so vain with me. 


Additional Lyrics 


5. Don't take my arm too much. 
Don't keep your hand in mine. 
Your hand feels so grand in mine. 
People will say we're in love! 
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Your sighs are so like mine. 
People will say we're in love! 


2. Don't sigh and gaze at me. 
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